University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

9-30-1987

Notes On Reopened Border Crossing: Nicaragua
Hopes To Draw Citizens Home From Honduras
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Notes On Reopened Border Crossing: Nicaragua Hopes To Draw Citizens Home From Honduras." (1987).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/959

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 076036
ISSN: 1089-1560

Notes On Reopened Border Crossing: Nicaragua Hopes To
Draw Citizens Home From Honduras
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, September 30, 1987
On Sept. 26, at least 10,000 Nicaraguans came to Las Manos, Honduras, a village near a border
crossing reopened recently by Managua in the hope of drawing home its citizens living in Honduras.
The program began about two weeks ago and is to continue indefinitely. From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on weekdays, the border is open to any Nicaraguans who wish to return, including refugees and
contras under the government's amnesty program. Saturdays are for family reunions. Nicaraguan
refugees from UN refugee camps are given permission to travel to the border. On Sept. 26, some
Nicaraguans came from as far away as Managua and from Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Most arrived
on the scene in the hope of being reunited with relatives they had not seen in years. While the
ultimate aim of the border program is to draw back Nicaraguans, only about 20 people had taken
advantage of the amnesty by midday. According to the WASHINGTON POST, there were no figures
on how many had returned before Saturday. The family reunions took place about 100 feet inside
Honduras at the long-closed border crossing, which is about 100 miles southeast of Tegucigalpa
and 200 miles northeast of Managua. Until now, the only open border crossing was west of here at
El Espino on the main regional highway. The Honduran government is more than supportive of
the Las Manos program. Harboring many thousands of refugees from El Salvador and Guatemala
as well as Nicaragua, Honduras welcomes any repatriation program. The authorities in Nicaragua
and Honduras had planned to contain the reunified families within a narrow strip of no man's land
between the two countries' immigration checkpoints. But when the refugees arrived, the assembled
Nicaraguans surged forward, pushing past cordons of soldiers. Soon the crowd was a third of a mile
into Honduras. "Please stop," a beleaguered Honduran Army captain pleaded. "You're making my
job more difficult." (Basic data from WASHINGTON POST, 09/28/87)
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